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35  Safety Services Company 

 
Company Name: _________________________________________ Job Site Location: ________________________________________ 
 
Date: _______________ Start Time: _______ Finish Time: _______ Foreman/Supervisor: _____________________________________ 

Topic 35:  Scaffold Checklist 
Introduction:  Safe scaffold erection and use should begin by developing a specific layout for the job and understandable worker rules. 
 

YES NO SCAFFOLD CHECKLIST (condensed) 
  Each scaffold platform is required to be fully planked between the front uprights and the guardrail supports. 
  The space between adjacent planks and between the uprights and planks is no more than 1 inch. 
  Each scaffold platform and walkway is required to be at least 18 inches wide.  
  Platforms are not be more than 14 inches from the work; 18 inches for plastering and lathing.  
  Each plank must extend over its support at least 6 inches.  
  Each plank must not extend over its support more than 12 inches; 18 inches if platform is greater than 10 feet.  
  When scaffold planks are abutted, each abutted end is required to rest on a separate support surface.  
  Un-nailed overlapped scaffold planks must be over supports not less than 12 inches.  
  Supported scaffolds with a height to base width ratio of more than 4:1 are required to be restrained. 
  Install restraint at the closest horizontal member to 4:1 height; repeat vertically every 20 feet; every 26 feet for scaffolds greater than 3 

feet wide. Top restraint must be no more than the 4:1 height from the top. Restraints are required to be installed horizontally not to 
exceed 30 feet measured from one end. 

  Restraints are required to be used to prevent the tipping of supported scaffolds when eccentrically loaded. 
  Supported scaffolds must bear on base plates and mud sills or other adequate firm foundation.  
  Supported scaffolds are required to be plumb and braced.  
  When scaffold platforms are more than 2 feet above or below a point of access, access is required to be provided.  

Cross braces must not be used as a means of access. 
  Ladder access is required to be installed as soon as scaffold erection permits safe installation and use.  
  When erecting or dismantling tubular welded frame scaffolds, end frames may be used as climbing devices for access when they provide 

a good hand hold and foot space. Cross-braces must not be used.  
  Scaffolds and scaffold components are required to be inspected for visible defects by a competent person before each work shift, and 

after any occurrence which could affect a scaffold's structural integrity. 
  The clearance between scaffolds and power lines must be 10 feet (plus 4 inches for each KV over 50 KV). If insulated and less than 300 

volts the minimum distance is 3 feet.  
  Scaffolds are required to be erected, moved, dismantled, or altered only under the supervision and direction of a competent person and 

performed only by experienced and trained employees. 
  Where swinging loads are being hoisted, onto or near scaffolds, tag lines are required to be used. 
  Debris must not be allowed to accumulate on platforms.  
  Ladders or makeshift devices must not be used on top of scaffolds to increase working height. 
  Platforms are required to not deflect more than 1/60 of the span when loaded.  
  Each employee on a scaffold more than 10 feet above a lower level must be protected from falling.  
  Each employee on a walkway located within a scaffold is required to be protected by a guardrail system installed within 9 1/2 inches of 

and along at least one side of the walkway.  
  Guardrail systems are required to be installed along all open sides and ends of platforms. Guardrail systems must be installed before the 

scaffold is released for use by employees. 
  Crossbracing is acceptable as a midrail when the crossing point of two braces is between 20 inches and 30 inches or as a toprail when the 

crossing point of two braces is between 38 inches and 48 inches above the work platform. The end points at each upright must be no 
more than 48 inches apart. 

Remember: There are many different types of scaffolds. Make sure that each worker on a scaffold has been trained in the proper usage of fall protection. 
Work Site Review 

Work-Site Hazards and Safety Suggestions: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Personnel Safety Violations: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Employee Signatures:                   (My signature attests and verifies my understanding of and agreement to comply with, all company safety policies 

                   and regulations, and that I have not suffered, experienced, or sustained any recent job-related injury or illness.) 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
__________________________________  ___________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Foreman/Supervisor’s Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________  
These guidelines do not supercede local, state, or federal regulations and must not be construed as a substitute for, or legal interpretation of, any OSHA regulations.  


